
 
 
We   want   to   thank   the   parents   who   have   remained   active   in   their   children’s   education   and  
attend   Alisal   USD   virtual   meetings,   in   spite   of   the   circumstances   we   are   going   through.  
We   know   many   questions   have   arisen   with   the   changes   that   continue   to   come   up   as   we  
adapt   to   the   challenges   the   Covid-19   pandemic   has   caused.   Here   we   provide   answers   to  
some   questions   that   have   been   asked.  
 
1.   When   will   schools   reopen?  
 
The   Alisal   District   will   finish   the   2019-20   school   year   through   remote   instruction   on   June   11,   as  
originally   scheduled.   The   start   of   the   2020-21   school   year   begins   on   August   5.   We   do   not   yet  
know   if   students   will   return   to   classrooms,   or   if   we   will   continue   classes   online.   A   combination   of  
both   remote   (online)   and   in-person   education   may   be   considered.   As   soon   as   the   details   are  
defined   we   will   give   more   information.  
 
 
2.   Are   teachers   taking   attendance?  
 
Teachers   are   “taking   attendance”   by   verifying   the   participation   of   the   students   through   the  
following   methods:  
Teachers   must   verify   at   least   twice   a   week   that   students   are   participating.   The   ways   in   which  
participation   can   be   verified   are   as   follows:  

a) Students   join   a   virtual   class  
b) Students   offer   opinions   in   a   talk   or   discussion  
c) Students   participate   in   a   talk   or   Google   document  
d) Students   turn   in   homework   or,  
e) Students   reply   to   their   email  

 
 
3.   Will   grades   be   given?  
 
No,   teachers   will   only   write   a   comment   that   describes   the   level   of   student   participation   during  
this   period   of   remote   education   and   based   on   the   forms   of   participation   described   in   the   answer  
to   the   previous   question.   (a-e)  
 
 
 
 
 



4.   What   are   the   counselors   doing?  
 
Counselors   are   offering   resources   to   teachers   that   relate   to   the   socio-emotional   support   of  
students   during   remote   instruction.   Additionally,   counselors   are   planning   and   offering   virtual  
lessons   in   collaboration   with   grade   level   teachers   at   each   school.   They   are   also   communicating  
directly   with   students   and   families   who   need   more   support.  
 
 
5.   Will   students   be   reclassified?  
 
Only   sixth   grade   students   were   able   to   complete   the   state   ELPAC   test   that   is   required   as   part   of  
the   reclassification   criteria.   We   hope   to   receive   the   results   in   late   July.   Those   students   who   have  
met   the   criteria   will   be   reclassified   and   the   information   will   be   forwarded   to   the   middle   schools   to  
place   students   in   the   correct   classes.  
 
  6.   How   will   students   be   graded?   Are   they   going   to   be   given   report   cards?  
 
Students   will   receive   their   report   card   but   it   will   not   include   letter   (A-F)   or   numerical   grades.  
Teachers   are   only   going   to   write   a   comment   that   describes   the   level   of   participation   of   students  
during   this   period   of   remote   education   and   based   on   the   forms   of   participation   outlined   above.   
 
  7.   I   work   during   the   day.   How   can   I   make   sure   that   my   child   is   doing   what   he   has   to   do?  
Do   you   have   a   sample   schedule   that   I   can   follow?  
 
Establish   a   routine   that   is   easy   for   your   child   to   follow,   and   for   you   to   review   according   to   your  
own   needs   and   obligations.   We   understand   that   many   parents   must   continue   to   work   and  
cannot   spend   hours   supervising   their   children.   With   a   half   hour   a   day   dedicated   to   your  
students,   they   will   feel   supported   and   motivated   to   continue   learning.  
 
8.   My   child   is   only   at   the   computer   for   an   hour   or   less   a   day.   Shouldn't   he   or   she   be   in  
class   all   day?  
 
It   is   not   recommended   that   students   be   at   the   computer   all   day.   It   is   better   to   have   a   schedule  
that   suits   you   and   your   children   so   they   can   make   the   most   of   their   time   and   improve   learning.   If  
your   teacher   hasn't   given   you   a   schedule,   you   can   use   this   as   an   example:  



 
 
 
9.   My   children   go   to   VRB.   Their   cousins     go   to   Frank   Paul,   and   I   notice   that   my   children  
are   not   given   as   much   homework   as   their   cousins.   Why   the   difference?  
 
It   is   the   first   time   in   the   history   of   California   (and   the   entire   country)   that   all   students   are   taught  
distance   learning.   Neither   the   schools,   nor   the   administrators   or    teachers   were   fully   prepared  
for   such   a   drastic   change.   Even   so,   all   the   teachers   launched   into   classes   in   record   time.   That  
means   that   there   has   not   yet   been   time   to   modify   and   refine   practices,   and   that   all   teachers   will  
be   different.   All   teachers   are   different,   even   before   the   pandemic.   The   most   important   thing   right  
now   is   that   your   sons   and   daughters   learn   something,   and   that   you   show   interest   in   their  
studies.   It   is   the   surest   way   to   ensure   their   success.  
 
10.   My   son's   teacher   is   only   teaching   twice   a   week.   My   child   will   benefit   from   receiving  
daily   classes.   Is   there   a   way   for   teachers   to   teach   on   a   daily   basis?   Why   aren't   they  
teaching   every   day?  
 
Like   you   and   your   children,   teachers   are   adjusting   to   teaching   online   or   remotely,   something   that  
has   its   challenges.   During   these   first   few   weeks,   it   took   teachers   twice   as   long   to   prepare   class  
compared   to   what   it   took   them   to   prepare   class   in   person.   We   know   that   students   need   a   lot   of  
attention   and   we   are   looking   for   ways   to   give   them   all   the   help   they   need.   


